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The Editor retracted this article because of concerns 
regarding a number of figures presented in this work. 
These concerns call into question the integrity of the 
data. An investigation conducted after its publication dis-
covered several similarities both between images in this 
work and with images in [1], namely:

• The top band in Figure 3A (labelled GABAA R-S) and 
the top band in Figure 4A (labelled Bcl-2-S);

• The bottom band in Figure 4A (labelled GADPH) and 
the bottom band in Figure 4 (labelled GADPH) in [1];

• The bottom band in Figure 5A (labelled GADPH) and 
the bottom band in Figure 6C (labelled GADPH) in [1];

The Editor therefore no longer has confidence in the 
integrity of the research presented in this article.

Jianlei Qiu, Yuelan Wang, Wude Mao, and Yuyi Zhao 
disagree with the retraction. The remaining authors did 
not respond to the correspondence from the publisher 
about this retraction.
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The online version of the original article can be found at https:// doi. org/ 10. 
1186/ s12871- 015- 0018-8.
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